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the Indonesian armed forces, also rounded up
an estimated 20,000 villagers who are being
detained in the town. Members of this family
are among thousands of East Timorese being
held in tents and abandoned buildings in
Liquica. It is believed that they will be pres-
sured to vote against independence.

———

TAX FREEDOM DAY

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I am here
today because finally, Tax Freedom
Day has arrived—the day the average
American has earned enough income to
cover his or her Federal, State and
local taxes for the year. Only today—
after one-third of the year has already
passed—have our working men and
women earned enough money to pay
their taxes for the year! This is truly
amazing, and it is also truly wrong.

Tax Freedom Day has moved succes-
sively later into the year for the past 7
years, as the Federal Government
seeks to claim a larger and larger por-
tion of the American family income.
Since 1993, Federal tax revenues have
grown 52 percent faster than personal
income growth. And last year alone,
Federal revenues grew 80 percent faster
than personal income.

Florida’s Tax Freedom Day is even
later—Floridians will not finish earn-
ing enough to pay their taxes for the
year until Friday, May 14. They also
shoulder the 5th heaviest total tax bur-
den in the country.

In 1999, Federal, State and local gov-
ernments are projected to collect an
average of $10,298 in tax revenue for
every person in the country. This year,
the Federal Government will collect
more tax revenue as a share of GDP—
that is 20.7 percent—than at any time
since 1944. This is the highest level in
peacetime history.

If that isn’t enough to put the high
Federal tax take into perspective, let
me share with you a few examples of
just how much taxes impede our free-
dom every day of the year.

I brought with me a daily tax clock
to illustrate just how many different
times we are taxed in ways we may not
even realize. Think about the different
things you do in the course of your av-
erage day. Planning your family’s sum-
mer vacation? Forty percent of the
cost of an airline ticket is taxes! When
you drive to and from work today, 54
percent of the price of a gallon of gaso-
line is taxes. Did you call your mother
on Mother’s Day? Fifty percent of the
cost of your phone bill is due to taxes.

Taxes infringe on our freedom—our
freedom to work, our freedom to invest
and our freedom to provide for our fam-
ilies. It is more apparent than ever
that the mammoth Federal Govern-
ment we have created will never be sat-
isfied—if there is money to be had, the
Federal Government will take it.

That is why it is more important
than ever to provide tax relief to our
families. We have a balanced budget,
and soon we will be working with a
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Federal surplus. If the Federal Govern-
ment has its way, this overpayment of
taxes by the American people will be
spent in Washington on new Federal
programs. We need to give the Amer-
ican people their money back. I have
proposed a tax plan which will do just
that by, No. 1, providing tax relief for
all American income taxpayers, No. 2,
encouraging economic growth and, No.
3, ensuring U.S. technological leader-
ship in the 21st century.

We need to ensure the United States
keeps its status as an economic power-
house in the next millennium. The Fed-
eral Government’s role in ensuring this
happens is to cut taxes and get out of
the way to give the American people
the freedom to pursue their own
dream—not Washington’s.

————
SOCIAL SECURITY LOCK BOX

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President,
twice, the Senate has failed to invoke
cloture on the Social Security Lock
Box. I am a cosponsor of this impor-
tant amendment and I encourage all of
my colleagues to join me in support for
a Social Security lock box.

For several years, Congress has
taken all the money out of the Social
Security Trust Fund and spent it on
other programs. In fact, through the
end of last year, Congress has taken
over $730 billion out of the trust fund
and spent it all on other programs.

I believe that it is wrong to spend So-
cial Security Trust Fund money on
other programs. If a private corpora-
tion were to take money out of an em-
ployees’ pension plan and spend it on
something else, the executives of that
corporation would, under Congress’
own laws, be subject to prosecution and
imprisonment. Why do we allow Con-
gress to raid Social Security, the pen-
sion fund for all Americans?

Each time our government takes
money out of the Social Security Trust
Funds, it incurs a debt to these funds.
To date, the government has incurred
total debts of over $730 billion to the
Social Security Trust Funds. The debts
owed to these funds are included in the
calculation of our total national debt
which now stands at roughly $5.5 tril-
lion. This debt, along with the pro-
gram’s massive unfunded liabilities,
will ultimately have to be paid by fu-
ture taxpayers.

The lock box proposal would ban
Congress from spending Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund monies on other pro-
grams (unless there is a super-majority
vote to do so). Those who oppose the
lockbox proposal want to continue
spending Social Security Trust Funds
on other new and unrelated programs.

While I believe that we need to take
other steps to protect Social Security,
I nevertheless believe that this lockbox
provision is an important first step in
ensuring the long-term fiscal health of
our nation. By making it more difficult
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to spend Social Security Trust Funds
on other programs, we will make it
easier for ourselves to meet our obliga-
tion to Social Security in the future.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

REPORT ON CERTIFICATION OF
EXPORTING TO THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA SATELLITE
FUELS AND SEPARATION SYS-
TEMS—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT—PM 26

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of
section 1512 of Public Law 105-261, the
Strom Thurmond National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999, I
hereby certify that the export to the
People’s Republic of China of satellite
fuels and separation systems for the
U.S.-origin Iridium commercial com-
munications satellite program:

(1) is not detrimental to the United
States space launch industry; and

(2) the material and equipment, in-
cluding any indirect technical benefit
that could be derived from such export,
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the
People’s Republic of China.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, May 10, 1999.

—————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC-2964. A communication from the Acting
Associate Administrator for Procurement,
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Electronic Funds
Transfer (EFT)”’, received on April 15, 1999;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-2965. A communication from the Acting
Associate Administrator for Procurement,
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